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I U Til) EST ROM, 18()4-195() 

W. A. Dayton and S. F. Blakk 

IvAK I'iDKSTHOiM, who pi’idocl liiins('ll' on IxMiig a .spiritual 
de.sceiKlaiit and compatriot of Linnaeus, was l)orn on September 
13, 18()4, on his father’s estate “Lanna” in the parish of Ilidinge, 
province of Narke or Xerike, Sw(‘den, 12 English miles from 
the city of Orebro. His father’s name was Constantin Tide- 
strdm, his mother’s maidem name Ib’ita I'lrika Wallmo; they 
were both of good family. lie was the third of five children, 
three girls and two boys. The father was an active and intel¬ 
ligent man and farmed the estate, to whi(4i a lime pit and lime- 

• • 

works belonged. Ivar went to school in Orebro, and even at 
an early age displayed int(‘rest in botany and in the rich flora 
of the calcareous soil around Hidinge. At school he incurred 
the dislike of a German teacher who would not promote him, 
and it is possible that some of his lat('r antii)athy for the Germans 
as a nation, rather than as indi\iduals, had its origin in this 
circumstance. At any rat(‘, not long after, in or about 1881, 
he ran away and came to XTw York. There all his baggage 
was stolen and at first he had a difficult time. 

Soon after his ari’ival in this countrv he enlisted in the 8th 
Cavalry for .service in the Southwest. Before signing up he 
gave the recruiting sergeant his true age (17), which was too 
young for enlistment. Seeing the applicant’s intense desire 
for service, the sergeant told him to walk around the block, 
come back and represent himself as “18,” and his name could 
be placed on the roster—which was done! In 1884 Tidestrom 
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injuivtl his hip in a fall from his horso and left th(‘ Army t<Mn- 

porarily hut in 1887 h(* was hack in tin* saddU' a^ain with tin* 

4th C'avalry. In 18t)l lu' started an (Mij;ine('ring course* at the* 

llni\’ersil,v of California at H(‘rk<'l(*v hut Ix'caim* a st.iuh'iit 

assistant to Dr. hklward L<‘(' (Irceiu' and soon switclu'd his 

major int(‘r('sls to holany. Ilis r(*lationshij) to I)i'. (li’ce'iie 

continued close* anel, sheerth' afte'r (Ire'e'iie* le'ft Califeunia in 

« 

181)5 te) ae*e*e‘pt a pre)fesse)ishi|) at ('alhe)lie* l iiix’e'i'sity e)f Anu'rie'a. 

in Washingteui, 1). 4'iele‘slreem je)ine‘el him, re*e‘eiving the* 

d(*gree e)f Ph.H. in 181)7 freem Cardinal (Jihbfens. 

44d(*st 1^)111 was an ai'ele*nt patrieit anel a we)rshippe*r e)f “4'eeldy” 

He)e)sev(*lt, wheuu he* fe)lle»we*el in 181)8 in the* Spanish-Amerie'an 

War in whie-h lu* partie*ipal(*el in the Battle e)f San Juan Hill, 

alt,he)Ugh lu* was ne)l ae‘lually a nu‘ml)e*r e)f the* “Bemgh l{iel(*i's.” 

He* always i‘e*garele*el himse*lf as a se)leli(*r. W hen We)rlel War I 

l)i‘e)ke* e)ut lu* wept l)(*e*ause* he* was ne)t p(*rmitt(*el te) reinlist, 

and he* urged e)the*rs te) e*n(e‘r the military se*i'vie*es l)efe)re* l)e*ing 

elrafte'el. It te)e)k e*e)nsta.nt urging l)('fe)r(* his j)ride* we)ulel alle)w 

him te) ask fe)r the pe*nsie)n whie*h was legally due him. Mustere*d 

out e)f the Aianv, we tinel him in 11)03 as an assistant l)e)tanist. 

in the e)ld Bui‘(*au e)f Plant Inelustrv, under the* late Dr. Fr<*derie*k 

\’. Ck)ville, at the muni(ie-e*nt sahirv e)f $40 a me)nth. A V(*ar 

% % 

later, it might he* a(ld(*el, Pi*e)f. (lr(*eiu* hee*ame an asse)e*iate in 
he)tanv at the* Smilhseenian Institution, the (dirate)r e)f whe)se 
herharium was Dr. C'oville*, wlu) alse) was Botanist e)f the Bureau 
of Plant Imlustry in the* \ . S. Departm(*nt of Agrie-ulture*. 
In 1910 Dr. (lreene*’s .salai’V was paid hy the* Fe)re*st Service te) 
ide*ntify all hut the* gi‘asse*s anel se*elg(*s e)f the* (*ne)rme)us numhe*!* 
e)f range* plants that we*i’e* lhe*n he*ing e*e)lle*e*led e)n Natieenal 

range*s. Di*. (lre*e*ne*’s e*e)mmenls eui many e)f the*se* 
e*ollee‘tie)ns hy rangeus anel e)the*r fe)re*st e)flie*e*is large*ly untraine*el 

frank. He* 

we)ulel write e)n a feeleler: “rmhe*llife*rs are* ne\e*r ielentifieel witheeut 
Iruit anel are ne‘x'e*.i‘ e*e)lle*e*te*el hv Fe)re*st Se*r\ie*e* men with them,’’ 

ft ' 

e)r “It is impe)ssihle to imagine a more* milele*we*el hale* e)f hay 

than the ene‘loseeI.” Ileewever, he elid oe*e'asie)ually cejmpliment 

a more e'areful c.olle*e*tor anel dese*riheei ju*rhaps a hunelred ne*w 

from the'se* e'e^llee-tions. In theese da vs sue*h le*rms as 

% 

ecotype, hybrid swarm, anel polvploiei were* unknown in tax- 



in the* nie‘e*tie's e)f plant e*e)lle*e*ting we're* ele*e* 
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oMoniic circlos and (ir(*eiH; would fre(|U(Mitly write on a folder 
“Xew to me, lumee new to ScicMiee,” which was often an easy 
way to dispose of a speeiiiKni which eonid not be identified 
at sight. Or he would snrr(‘|jlitionsly drop the specimen in a 
waste basket and obsei’ve that, “if the Almighty wished to 
preserve this plant creation. He could doubtless reproduce it 
again!” In fact, he did most of his determinations of Forest 
SiM'vice material before 9 o’clock in tlie morning, j’emarking 


that he, “the 



li\ing botanist,” was lieing paid $1200 


a year by the Forest Seryici* and they ratial that sufficient 
n'compense for his work! 

Shortly before (Ireene’s deatli in 1915, Tidestrom (still nnd(‘r 
('oyille’s direction and administratiye control) succeeded to 
his chores for the Poorest Ser\'ic(* and, needU'ss to say, did a 
thorough and conscientious job. To aid him in his duties lie 
began work toward a series of w(*st(M‘n State P'loras by preparing 
a mass of k(\ys but, nnfortimat(*ly, little of this was hnished 
and hence it remained unpublished. Other unfinished tasks in¬ 
cluded floras of Alaska and the .VUmtian Islands and monographs 
oi Astragalus and Hookera, in the initiation of the latter of which 
the senior writer of this sketch participated. 

Tidestrom was sometimes criticized by fellow systematists 
because he was not essentially a monographer although, as just 
indicated, he had done considerable preliminary work in mono¬ 
graphing American Astragalus and Ilookera, as well as Fopulus, 
a genus in which h(‘ took special inti'rest. Ilis first four publica¬ 
tions (see bibliography Ix'low) w(‘re on ferns and fernworts. 
He is best known for his “P'lora of I'tah and Nevada” (1925). 
Ihd'ore this flora appi'ared tlu; simior writer of this sketch sug- 

to Mr. Tid(‘strom to do what Standley did, publish a 
list f)f the plants originally described from th(* area in which 
he was working. .Apparently time did not permit and this 
probably accounts for some seiTius omissions, such as the 

to incliuh' the remarkabh' and nearly endemic genus 




Blcvharidach tie. 



its latln'i 



character, par¬ 


ticularly in its statement of rangi's, and the frecpient absence 
of one member of a presnmptiv(‘ pair of contrasting characters 


in the keys, this book 



been a valuable working tool for 


botanists for more than 30 years and is still the only available 
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inunual for the idoiitification of .speciniciis from Nevada as a 
whole, and a mor(‘ convenicMit trc'atise than Uydl)er}!;’s for 
mat(‘rial from Utah. 

Tidestrom’s larf>;(M’ and lat('r hook, the “Flora of Arizona 
and New 



‘o” (11)41), writt.(Mi jointly with Sister Kittell, 
iinlortunately anticipated by hut a year K('arney and P(‘(4)les’ 
much more carefully elal)oratetl “Floweriiifz; Plants anti Ferns 

paiticularly because Wooton and 




'xico” was mor(‘ than a (luartt'r- 


of Arizona,” hut was 
Standley’s “Flora of New 
century old and lonji; out-of-print . 41ie typography of the hook, 
reproduct'tl by an offset proct'ss, was not ph'asing, the family 
O.xalidaceae was omitted, the senior author took liberties with 
the nomenclature (for examj)le, in restoring the pre-Linnaean 
Pentaslcmon), and these and otht'r defects led to a hitter review 


in 44u‘ American 



Nat urali.‘ 



it is 


probably safe to say that when he reti 


l)(*spit(‘ all 
from the Department 
of Agriculture iu 11)34 there w(U’(‘ few botanists who had wider 
first-hand knowh'dge of th(' flora of th(* (mtire United States 
than he did. 

TidestronPs first considerabh' pul>lication was the beginning 
of a bora of Maryland, called “Elysium Marianum,” of which 
three parts covering pteridophytes, gymnosperms, and some 
of the amentiferous orders appeared in IDOb-lO. It was il- 
lustrat{‘d with photographs, set up in type*, bound, published 
and distributetl by dddestrom himself. This work allowed 
him t.o give his ideas and personality full sway. In his preface 
he ixunarks: “How much (‘asi(*r it is to appreciate the (lood, 
the Beautiful and 'rrue about us, when w'e have some knowledge 


-be it ever .so small -of plant life.” He <iuotes from Seneca: 
“Si ad naturam vives, nuiiKiuam eris paupc'r; si ad opiniones, 
num()uam ei'is div(‘s.” And, from the IDth Psalm: “('oeli 
enarrant gloriam Dei, et opera manuum ejus aimunciat firma- 
mentum;” he adds that such works “are in an eciual tneasure 


applicat)le to Pdora’s realm. 


J J 



did not credit his 


beloved Linnaeus with such genera as Pinii.s and Populus but 
rather l^linius, as did his predece.ssor, CJreene, in the latter’s 
earlier floras of the San Francisco Bay region. Tid(!strom 
credited 'bheophrastus with the authorship of the maidenhair 
fern g<Mius, much to the apj)robation of Dr. (Ireene, who said 
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in his revdew in The American Midland 


“To Mr. 


Tidestrom’s mind evidently to credit Linnaeus with Adiantum 
is to intercalate a children’s fal)le into the midst of a page of 
science,” and cited Baillon in further support of this thesis. 

Tidestrom had a gift for friendship and hospitality. Anyone 
who 

in Maryland just outside the District of C'olumbia, will remember 
him as an outstanding host. His bonhomie and courtesy became 
proverbial. He was silent and respectful under Dr. (ireene’s 
.sardonic humor. “Say juniper, Tide.strom,” Dr. (Ireene would 



been his guest at his well-loved hom(‘, “V'^alhalla,” 


demand. “Yooniper, Dr. (Ireene” came the reply. The 
doctor would shake his head and declaim: “No Swede can speak 
English!” Once, when he was crossing a branch of th(5 Potomac 
to a nearby island on a barg(‘ operated by hand from an over¬ 
head cable, some children tipped over the unstable craft, up¬ 
setting and completely immersing Tidestrom, pipe, beret and 
all. But he soon emerged laughing and completely unconcerned. 
Dr. (yov'ille used to say “Tidestrom is a lot of tun!” He was 
a member of the Biological Society of Washington, the Wa.shing- 
ton Biologists’ Field Cdub, the Botanical Society of Washington, 

and the Torrey Botanical (’lub. 

Once, in describing a collecting trip down the Potomac River 
and Chesapeake Bay with a very eminent botani.sl, he said 
that, when night came, the person referred to removed his 
coat and shoes and lay down on the deck to sleep. “Ladies 
were going by,” Tidestrom recalled with ol)vious shock; 
was embarrassed and spent tlu* night sitting up in a chair. 
My fath(‘r was a ijentleinan and he brought me up to be a ijenlle- 

And a certain Old World courtline.ss was inherent 
in the man, as he doffed his cap (usually a F'rench beret) and 

was wont to bow on meeting people. 

Tidestrom’s first marriag(‘ ended uidiappily, his wile leaving 
him for another man. .\ close* friend reports that he* spe^nt an 
(‘ntire night with Tidestrom in a fortunately succes.sful effort 
to prevent an armed attack on the* seducer. I ide'strom later 
(1926) married the widow of a French veteran of World War I, 




I 


m an: 




Marie Demarest (1887-1944) of Normandy. They were a 
devoted couple. In her memory he wrote an ode, Day.” 
"Pidestrom was something of an amateur musician; he played 



lUioclora 
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tho j)ijino and composcai and had printod soveral piocos of 
a martial cluiractei’. 11 is last trip, wIumi aloiio and (|uit(' h'ohio, 
in fact paralyzed on one sid(‘ so that h(' could not walk without 
assistance, was to Sweden in the sprint; of 195-4, for a family 

reunion—his (irst trip to Ins fatherland in 50 years. The 300 
plants coll(‘ct(Hl by him on 




“SSIS 


a nee 




occasion witli the 

ot his ni(*c('. Miss Amy Simonsson of Asljunfi;a (to whom w(‘ arc 
indc'btcHl tor the' dcd.ails of his early life*), wc'rc* 

in the* I . S. National Mu.sc'um collcM'tion wh(*re about 1-1,000 
othc'i’ sli(‘('ts ot his spc'cimc'iis arc* also liled. ()n his r(*turn trip 
he visit(*d Washington for the* last time and rc'tu'wed old fric'iid- 



lidest rom was an a\’id i’ea.d(*r. Me lox ed France jiarticuhu'ly 
and would oftc'u rc'iuaik “(’ulturally, Fm a Frenchman.”' 
Attc'r World War I he* su})ported a Fi'(*nch war orphan for a 


numlcer ot y(*ars. He was conversant with much of Frc'iich 
litei’aturc* and liad a wide* familiaritv with the liistorv of w(>st<*rn 
Europe. He was (|uit(‘ a linguist, spc'aking, bc'sidc's Swc'dish 
aud Englisti, Frencli, Spanish, and (h'rmaii. He rc'ad Latin, 


Danish, and Norwegian w( 


and was, in addition, a student 


of sucii di\<‘r.s(' language's as Arabic, (laelic, and Hussian. 
Tidc'strom was originally a Lutheran, latc'r a 



•nan. 


and became a convert to Ifoman Catholicism after his .second 
mari'iagc*. He retired Irom t.he F. S. Dc^partment of .Vgiicult.ure 
in 1934 at the age ot 70, and thereafter s(*rv(*d in the Ifotany 
Department of Catliolic Fniversity under Dr. Hugh T. O’Neill 
for 5 yc'ars, retiring in 1939 and moving to Florida wlu're he* 


died at St. Pc'tc'rsburg on August 2, 1950. He was buric'd iii 
Arlington National (k'metery, Arlington, \'irginia. with military 
honors August S, 1950. He* is surxived bv a sister and two 

c 

niecc's in Swc'den. He is comnu'iuorated in the* gc'iuis TidcHiromia 


Standi, ot t.lu* Amaranthacc'ac^ and in a numbei* of west-Anu'ri(*an 
hei’bs, including Pcnstcnwti (idcslromii I’c'imell, P.scudocijniopUrns 
tidcatromii ('oult. A Ho.se, and Viola lidc.slronui Creem*. 

’ ‘VppcUFlit 1 \ liis aftection for braiict* and tliin;j(s Froiutli led him to think and speak 

of hinis(*If as lM(*neh to such an <*xtt*nt that most of his friends ri'^arcied him as partl\' 

of l^i(*nch extraet.ion. His niece Miss Am.5* Simonsson, liovvev'ei*. informs us tliat the 

I idestrdm family was Swedish, w ith some German admixture, for as far lijick as it 

can ht‘ tiaced, tind that tlie only known FrencJi ♦‘lenient is provided by a sidi'line in 

his mothc*r’s family, a sister of his maternal jtrandfather having niarri(‘d a Fr(‘nch 
('‘ini^re to Swndtm somew here about 1S()(). 
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Bibliography of Ivar Tidestrom 


1905. Notes on Botrychium virginianum (L.) Sw. Torreya 5: 160-162, 


1906. 


1907. 


1908. 


1909. 


1910. 


1911. 


1913. 


1914. 


1916. 


1918. 

1920. 


1921. 


1 fig. Sept. 


Notes on the gray polypody. Torreya 5: 171-175, 1 fig. Oct. 
Elysium Marianum [Pt. I|. Ferns and fern-allies. 56 p., 7 phot. 
16 cm. Sept. 8. [Pt. la], p. 57-80, 2 phot. 16 cm. Dec. 1. Wash¬ 
ington. 

Elysium Marianum; ferns and fern allies. Ed. 2. 64 p., 8 phot. 

16 cm. Washington. 

Elysium Marianum [Pt. II]. Evergreens, p. 65-96, 3 phot. 16 cm. 
Washington. 

Notes on Populus, Plinius [I-III|. Amer. Midi. Nat. 1: 113-118, 
pi. 6, 7. Dec. 

Notes on Peltandra, Rafinesciue. Rhodora 12: 47-50, pi. 83. Mar. 
Species of Aquilegia growing in Utah and in adjacent portions of 
Colorado, Idaho and Arizona. Amer. Midi. Nat. 1: 165-171, 
pi. 11. Apr. 

Pdysium Marianum [Pt. III]. Salicaceae, Ceriferae, Betulaceae. 

(Salix by C. R. Ball.) 60 p., 14 phot. 16 cm. Washington. 

Notes on the aspens. (Reference to an address at the 477th meeting 
of the Biological Society of Washington.) Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash. 
24: vii. Jan. 23. 

Notes on Populus, Plinius [IV-VI]. Amer. Midi. Nat. 2: 29-35, 4 
fig. Mar. 

Populus virginiana Fouger. Rhodora 13: 195-199, 1 fig. Sept. 

The Typhae of Maryland and Virginia. Rhodora 13: 241-243. Dec. 
A new Salicornia. Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash. 26: 13-14. Jan. 18. 
Novitates florae Utahensis. Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash. 26: 121-122. 
May 21. 

Notes on the flora of Maryland and Virginia,—I. Rhodora 15: 101- 
106. June. 

Botrychium virginianum and its forms. Contrib. U. S. Nat. Herb. 
16: 299-304, pi. 102. Dec. 29. 

Sphenoclea zevlanica and Caperonia palustris in the southern States. 

Contrib. U.\s. Nat. Herb. 16: 305-307, pi. 103. Dec. 29. 

A new Dedphinium from Utah. Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash. 27: 61-62. 
Mar. 20. 

Notes on tlu^ flora of Maryland and Virginia,—II. Rhodora 16: 

201-209, 13 fig. Dec. 

Myosurus aristatus Benth. 4'orreya 16: 228-230, 1 fig. Oct. 

Allium platyphyllum sp. nov. Torreya 16: 242-243. Nov. 

Tsuga canadensis (L.) Carr. Rhodora 20: 185-188. Oct. 

The flora of Utah and Nevada. (Digest of an illustrated paper read 
at the 141st meeting, Feb. 3, 1920, of the Botanical Society of 
Washington.) Journ. Wash. Acad. Sci. 10: 422. Aug. 19. 

Notes on the flora of the Iberian Peninsula. (Report of an address at 
the 149th meeting, Feb. 1, 1921, of the Botanical Society of Wash¬ 
ington.) Journ. Wash. Acad. Sci. 11: 243. May 19.— N.B. An 
address on the same subject was delivered before the 620th meeting, 
Feb. 5, 1921, of the Biological Society of Washington, a report of 
which is given in Journ. Wash. Acad. Sci. 11: 315. July 19. 
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1922 


1923 


192; 




1927. 


1931. 


1933. 

1934. 

1935. 
1937. 


1941. 


on the woarinn (lualitics of ra>j and inilp pajx'r used in hooks. 
(Hoforencc to a coninmnication at the ()22d incctinn of tlio Biological 
Society of Washinfjton, .Marcli 5, 1921. Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash. 
34: .\i. 1921.) 

'I’lic floral alphabet of tlu' Cells. (Report of a paper {riven at the 

()37th ineetin{r of the Biolo{rical Society of Washington, March 18, 

1922). .Jonrn. Wash. Acad. Sci. 12: 31(). .lulv 19. 

% 

Xew or noteworthy sp(H*i(‘s of plants from Ttah and Xc'vada. Proe. 

Biol. Soc. Wash. 36: ISl -184. May 1. 

"rh(* floral al|)hal)(‘t of the C(4ts. d'orreva 23: 41 49. Mav-Jun(^ 
X(nv plants from Xewada. Pnx;. Biol. Soc. Wash. 38: 15. h\‘l). 10. 

I'dora of Utah and Xevada (with eoopca’ation of e(‘rtain speeialists). 

Contril). U. S. Xat. I ha h. 25. f)()5 p., 2 fi^., 15 pi., map. 

A new Silem* from Xhv Umpcjua .Xational I‘'or(‘st. (W. A. Dayton, 
joint author). Proe. Biol. Soc. Wash. 42: 207 208. |)1. 8. Au^. 17. 
Kn viirdi^ Linn(‘-:ittlin^. Allsvaaisk Sanding 45: ()-7, port. Xo\\ 10. 

(Obituary sketch of Per A.\(‘l UydlHa*^.) 

(leranium divarieatum in th(‘ Uriited States. Huodoiia 34: 207. ()(*t. 
Botanical note's. IIhodoha 36: 309-312. S(‘pt. 

X('w Arizona plant name's. Pre)e*. Bie)l. Soc. Wash. 48: 39-44. tV'h. (>. 
Xe)tes on Astragalus ("rourne'f.) U. Proc. Biol. Seic. Wash. 50: 17-21. 

F('h. 23. 

Pe)ly^onum ar^yce)lee)n in Arize)na. Le'afl. W. Bejt. 2: 20. Apr. 19. 

A flora e)f Arizona anel Xenv M('xice). (Sistea* "Fe're'sita Kitte'll, je>int- 
author.) 897 f)., 2 j)l., map. 23 ean. Cat4ie)lie* Univ. eif Amer. 
Pre'ss, Washin^te)!!. 


A 1{E\ ISIOX OF THE \ ERXAL 8PE(^IES OF 

MELEXIl M (CH)MPOSITAE) 

Howard F. L. Rock 

(continued from p. ir)S) 

2. Helenium vernale Walt. 

Ileleniutn vernale Walt. FI. ('arol. 210. 1788. Lcctotype: Horh. 

Walt, (hm), })re.sninal)ly collected by Walter at St. John’s Parish, Berkely 
C’o., S. Carolina, priorto 1788. Not examined; photojrraphs seen (h.m, oh). 
Oalardia fimbriata Michx. FI. Bor.-Am. 2: 142. 1803. pro parte. 

Le/)toi)o(la Ueleniutn Xntt. (len. X. A. PI. 2: 174. 1818. Syntype: 

(i»h); Syntype (n.M —not .seen). 

Leploixxia heleuioides Cass. Diet. Sci. Xat. 26: 80. 1823. Snperflnons 

name, as an avowed siib.stitute. 

Leptopoda decarrens MacB. in Ell. Sk. liot. S. C. (la. 2: 445. 1823. 

Lectotype: Collected by MacBride, May-Jnly, Fla. (oh.vhl). 

lA'ptapoda Jloridatia Haf. Atlan. Jour. 1 (4): 147. 1832. ? Xonten 

diihium. 

lA-plopoda detdirulala Xutt. Trans. Am. Phil. Soc. .ser. 2. 7: 373. 1841. 

Syntyi)e: Collected in (leorgia (en); Syntype (hm— not seen). 








